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anclosed copies of CAP letter of December 9, 1971,
and the Deprréeant®s reply of Docerbor 27, 1871.¢

The CRP reprasontatives were not satiafised with the
‘geak your administrative remedy' bhandling accorded
apd came In on January &, 1972, Jemanding vocally,
vociferously, wehenently and puhucly throughout

the news medla present, that thi~ Departnent order

a roassessment lmmedietely, They Mc&m informed that
the original requests were too general in nature and
to furnizh avthentic, spscific and detailistic informa-
Liom., They atated they would 4o 20. In the meantime,
Assistant Director Cunaingham indicated the Department
would request an opinion from vou as to the power and
authority of the Departnent under the oxtant statutes
to order & r«a«m-amsmnt under the pertinent provisions.

section 621 of the Illinois Revisad Statutes, Chaptsy 120
providesc:

‘Whensver it chall appear to the Department that
the real or personal property in any county, or
in any zasestnsnt district thereof, has mot baen
aazessed in substantial comzpliance with law, oz
has been wegually or icpreoperly asscesed, the
Lepartment may, in its discretion, in any yesr,
whether after or bafore the originzl assessmant
is conpletad by the loral asasessment officers,
order a reasucasment for such year ¢f all oz any
class of the taxzable proparty in asuch county, or
assegsrent district thereof; and such reassessment
zhall be substituted for the origimal assessment.*

Under the circumstances, I would appraciate an opinion
from vou as soon as possible aa to the following guestions:

1. Dowz the Departnent of looal Goverament affZnizs
have power and authority to order a reassessiment
for the ecurrent yeoar in any classification within
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either a gliven township or an eatirs county in
view of the fact that the Board of Appesals of
Cook County has mot as yat finished its work
of roviewing asasssments within some of these
tonmships. :

2. Does the Department have any power and
asthorvity R0 ordey a roassesseent of :one OF
morve parcels for the year 1970 and prior
vears on which taxes have been axtended and
collected? Those taxpayers affected would
then probably he obligated to romit the
difforence in the increased taxes for prior
years resulting from any increase in the

- assesssd valuation. Conversely: if the now
asgessment wars less, would a rebate frow
the taxing districts bs reguired? Perhaps
the question should be at what point in tise
is an assesament finml?

3. boes vectiom 633 of Chapter 120, which reads
an follows, estop the Dupartment Zrom ordering a
reassegsment based on the sdove-nantionsd com-
plaints: :

‘Fothing conktained in this Act shall be
conatiued to give the Department any power,
jurisdiction or authority te review, rovise,
coxrect or ¢hange any individual asecsaeent
aade by any local assessment officer.'"
ia your first quostion you have asked whather the
Department of Local Government AZfairs hes the power to order

a raassessment £or the currents vear (1971 texes due and payable

ia 1972} in any a:l:amiﬂmnm within eithser a given township
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or an antire county in viow of ﬁh@ faet that the Board of
Appeals of Cook County has not as yet finished its work of
reviewing assessments within zsome of thess tawn&hipa.

Your attention is called to Section 140 of “An Aet
to revise the la:w in relation to the aszeazsment Of property
and the lewy ~nd ceil&wti@n of tnausg owe®, (T11. Rev, Stat,,

1971, Ch. 120, par. £21;, which reads az follows:

the rosl or personal proparty in any county, or

in any assesament diastrict thereof, has not besn
assesaad in substantial compliance with law, or
has besn anagually or improperly asseazed, the
Departrent may, i its 4iscration, in any year,
whether after or before the original assegmment

is completed by the local assgedssent offivers,
ordey a reassessmant £or such year of all or apy
clase of the taxeble proporty in sych county, or
spgsessment distcoicet therensd; and such reasssssaent
skall ba substituted for the original asscasment.
The Departeent pay order much ressspesment made

by the local assessment oificers, The order
dirverting surh renssesgpent shall be filed in the
office of the county trzasursr of the coupty ia
which such reassesument has been ordered, maxcept
in councios having an elective bomrd of review or
board of mpperls in which cnss such order ahnll be
filed with such bkoard, 1f any gehaeral or gquondren-
pial asssasgeent of real proparty shall not be
published in any year for vhich such sssessment was
rade, ©oF if sach publication was not pade in time
to permit the examinstion thereof by the Deparimsnt
in such veny, then the Separtmant pmy in any of the
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thres vears intervening Letwesn the yosrs for
which general quadrennisl aszesszents are pade
ordar such roasseszsment ©f such then laast

geneyal quadrennisl assesesment of all or any
clase of real property in such county Or assess-
mant district, and sueh reassesament shmll be
subatituted for such origisal guasyel quadren-
nisl assesspent for such intervening year and
therveafier until the next gemeral guadrennial
assessment is meade.  No substitute essessment
shall invalidete any prior szsesspent ay to

tazes sxtended therson. The Despartment may Order
2t any tize snd from tiwe o time the beard of
review of any couniy not having an elective board
of aszessors and an elective boaxd of review %o
convene in extraordinary seszion for the purpose
of further reviaing, correcting snd egualiszing
the assesamsnt OFf property within such county

or any assposnmont district theraof. The com-
punsation and other expensss of the board of
raviow when convaened in such extraordinary sassion
ahall M m:w lzvy the sounty on the cvertificate of
the Departeent as provided in section 144 of this

when & roasseswment of propuarty or sny class of
preperty in any county Or one O more Lowns oF
taxing districtz in the county has besn ordered
bersunder, the fndividual sssessments nade undey
such order zhall be reviewed, revised and correctad
by towns or taxing districts by the assessdrs ‘
making the sepe.

The assessers making such sssessment shall give
notice of the ordey under whick it is made showing
the class of proparty affocted by the resssessmpont,
the towm or taxing district (o be reviewed, reviszed
and correctad and the time and place for such revi-
sion and correction, by publishing suwch motice in
one Or woTe newapapaxs, published and haviang
general circouiation in the county, at least five (%)
days befors the time set for the revision in each
town ox taxiny Jdistric,”
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The forsgoing statuts clesrly ststes that 2 CEdSSQESw
ment ordered in a non-guadrormial yeat,éh&ll ke substituted
for such original genéyal quadrennisi asseasment for such
intervaning yveayr and thereafter until the noext goneral quadreon-
nial assesspent is eade. It further states that no substituts
asaessment shall invalidete any prier aaamaammnt.&g to taxes
extendod thereon. tince ths taxes for the current year have
not yet been oxtended, I am of the opinion thet the Departwment
would, at lemst, have the power to order = reasm%ﬂamént for the
1471 taxse payable in 1972,

In your second quagtisu,yoﬁ have msked vhother the
Pepartxent hap the poarer to order a reassogemant for the yeasy
197¢ and prior vears on vhich taxss have bosn axtendsd and
collevted. The forogoing statute eléarly states that neo
subatitute agg@ﬂmmanf shall invelidéats any prior szscsument
as Lo texes extendsd thereon, iinte the taxes for the vyesr
1973 and prior thwr&t@ have @ixaaﬁy boen extended, I am of the
opinion that the Department would not bhave the p@wﬁr to order
2 reessesament for the yesr 1370 and prior therete.

in yo&r thirvd question yvou refar to Xsction 1%2 of “An

Aet to vavise the lew in relation toe the assesament 0f proparty
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and the levy and collection of taxes #**°, (111, Rev. Stat.,
1971, ¢h. 120, paxr. 633), which reada:

*Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed

to give the Department any power, jurisdiction

or authority to review, revise, correct or change

any individual assessment made by any local assess-

mont officer.”

You ssk whether the foregoing statute estops the
Departnent from ordering a reassessment based on the above
complaints. This statute would, in my opinion, precluds the
Department from revising individual assessments. The Department
can only order a complete reassessment of all property in a
particular class or in a particular county or tax district if
the Dapartment has gubatantial reason to believe that the property
as a whole in such claas, county or district, ia improperly asses-
sed. It is a factual guestion for your Department to determine

if there are sufficient facts to justify a complete reassessment.

Vvery truly yours,

ATTORNEY GERERAL




